Letter to GM Global Trade Union Network

December 17,2025
Dear Colleagues,

In November, an international delegation led by the UAW and IndustriALL went to Bogotd, Colombia
to stand with and support the members of ASOTRECOL, the Association of Injured Workers and Ex-
Workers of GM Colmotores. Besides these two organizations, the delegation comprised
representatives from CSP Conlutas, Portland Central America Solidarity Committee (PCASC)
and allies based in Colombia. We are providing you with this brief update about the solidarity
visit.

For over fourteen years, ASOTRECOL has held a tent occupation at the U.S. Embassy to protest
their unlawful firings by GM at the Bogota plant after suffering debilitating work injuries and
sounding the alarm on unsafe working conditions. The delegation also supported the struggle of the
union members of SINTRAIME, who continue to resist the company's abrupt announcement of
layoffs in 2024 under the pretext of closing production at GM Colmotores.

During a press conference held at the encampment, the delegation—after meeting with the
workers from ASOTRECOL and SINTRAIME—presented its findings, denounced the labor rights
violations, and demanded immediate action from General Motors and the Colombian government.



Jorge Parra, President and Legal
Representative of the injured workers who
helped form ASOTRECOL addressed the
delegation and said, “We are thankful for the
presence of these union activists and their
support for our long struggle. It inspires us to
continue our struggle to seek justice and
demand that General Motors responds to our
demands.”
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[Please see media clips below that covered the ASOTRECOL
struggle and delegation visit.]

The mission also included meetings with officials from the U.S. Embassy and, subsequently, with
the Colombian Labor Minister, Vice-Minister and other ministry officials. The delegation urged
action in support of ASOTRECOL and SINTRAIME. The Ministry committed to convene a meeting
with GM to hold the company accountable to the workers’ demands and to move forward with a
five-point plan involving representatives of both worker organizations.

The Colombian labor federation (CUT) also received members of the delegation and committed to
continue its support for the workers.

IndustriALL, UAW, along with trade union support from CSP Conlutas, SINTRAIME and Unifor,
reaffirms our solidarity with the struggle of the workers and former workers of GM Colombia. Our
commitment to international labor solidarity is more important than ever in a globalized economy
where abuse of workers abroad poses a danger to our own members.

Let’s stand with ASOTRECOL as they spend
their fourteenth Christmas in righteous
struggle on behalf of all of us.

In solidarity,

Ted Feng, UAW

Marino Vani, IndustriALL Regional Secretary
Alejandro Valerio, IndustriALL Reg. Officer
Georg Leutert, IndustriALL Auto Director

Media clips:

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x9u3g3m
https://x.com/RTVCnoticias/status/19916728434537476227s=20
https://youtu.be/ijRH5xpolWs
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CwN4YBWFH/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1FTAyPcVcs/




