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The Automotive Industry in South Africa from a workers point of view is in
a very bad state of  affairs.  We are suffering from both locally planned
exploitation of our class as well as those that are globally planned. This
situation serves to strengthen and intensify the call for an International
Automotive  Workers  Coordination  that  is  well  organised  and  well-
coordinated.

For  a very long time we have been suffering Job  losses  through Plant
closures, Job losses through headcount reduction, lean manufacturing and
Lean administration. Through the Outsourcing we have suffered again Job
losses, Wages and Salaries reduction, a loss of benefits such as Medical
aids etc. All this accompanied by excessive exploitation of workers by the
bosses. 

The COVID19 Pandemic has only served to worsen these very bad working
conditions.  The  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Pandemic  has  forced  the
closer of workplaces for a certain period and in most cases the bosses
apply no work on pay rule. Workers had to work short time, others had to
take turns  to go back to work,  all  this  means reduced income on the
pockets  of  the  workers.  Even  worse  a  large  number  of  workers  and
employees  had  to  be  retrenched  as  a  consequence  of  the  COVID19
Pandemic, because their workplaces could not go back into business.

The  Bourgeoisie  has  taken  advantage  of  the  situation  by  suggesting
several  intervention  in  order  to  cut  costs.  This  include  more
retrenchments,  more wage cuts and more outsourcing,  all  done in the
name of trying to cope with the Pandemic.

These  conditions  have  weakened  workers  and  their  Trade  Union
organisations. The Bosses dictated to them the rules and regulations of
not permitting meetings, big gatherings and big demonstrations. All this
has made it  very difficult  for the workers and their  Unions to organise
against attack of their rights.

This is no wonder the statistics shows that the biggest beneficiaries of the
Pandemic  are  the  Bourgeoisie.  Their  profits  increased  tremendously
during this period. Whilst poverty has been growing on the side of the
members of the working class. The women and the youth have been the
worse victims in the process because of unemployment and lower wages
that they have been forced to accept.

Also we have to mention that there is a shortage of certain parts e.g. the
semi-Conductor which has served to slow the manufacturing in our Plants
and  this  problem  seem  to  affect  all  OEMs  in  our  country,  perhaps
throughout the world as well.



The response to the COVID19 Pandemic has been very bad as we continue
to have poor health facilities where they exist. And in some case e.g. in
the Rural areas and some Township there is no health facilities all, that
should help to organised and coordinate the Government’s response to
Pandemic  including  the  distribution  of  the  Vaccines.  To  make  matters
worse  Billions  of  Rands  that  were  borrowed  and  set  aside  by  the
government to help facilitate the distribution of Vaccines and other COVID
materials and tools. All that money and other resources have been stolen
by the Government officials in collusion and with the help of the Private
sector organisations. As we speak the country’s national health minister
has been suspended for being involved in the mismanagement and theft
of the COVID funds. The Profit before People is indeed the only principle
Capitalism understands.

This  leaves us  with poorly  equipped hospitals,  clinics  and schools  that
need to be upgraded so that they may be used in the distribution and
administration  of  the  Vaccines.  At  the  moment  we  have  Pharmacies,
Workplaces,  including  several  OEMs  conducting  their  own  in-Plant
Vaccination programmes.

To make it worse we are in the Season that is said to be favourable for
easy spread of COVID19. From May, June, July and now August we have
been experiencing a very cold weather accompanied by strong winds. At
this time we have seen the numbers of infections and deaths also rise as
we the working class continue to die from COVID but as well  from the
general hunger and poverty that has been made worse by the Pandemic. 

All these attacks are Global and we must organise internationally to fight
and defeat them. This is the huge task ahead for the IAWC. 


