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The situation in Germany cannot be separated from the global development. 
The whole imperialist world system is more unstable than ever. The Corona pandemic, 
although developed in very different ways, is far from being defeated. New variants are 
accelerating its spread. The slow pace of vaccination worldwide is a disaster and an 
expression of the inhumanity of imperialism. In Germany, the 4th wave is accepted with 
eyes wide open. In some of the federal states of German school has restarted after the 
summer vacations, but there are hardly any air filter devices, still too big classes, too few 
teachers and no concepts to protect the children and young people. 
You have learned about the flood disaster in Germany in July with at least 183 dead and 
still 73 missing. This was a catastrophe with a forecast, it has its general cause in the 
global environmental and climate crisis, and specifically in the complete failure of 
governments and authorities, who issued a warning far too late. 
But the threat of war is also intensifying worldwide. On August 2, Germany sent a frigate to
the South China Sea to participate in a NATO maneuver. In the future, global 
contradictions will focus even more on the struggle between China and the United States. 
The struggle against rightward development, fascism and imperialist war will become more
and more important. 
However, the lability worldwide is mainly characterized by overall social crises, 
governmental crises, combined with mass demonstrations, strikes and uprisings as in 
Colombia, Brazil, Peru, Tunisia, Belarus, Poland, Tunisia, Morocco and many others. 
Overall, an anti-capitalist tendency is on the rise.
In Germany, polarization is increasing, and a new crisis of confidence against the 
bourgeois parties and the state has emerged. The polls in the current national election 
campaign on September 26 are fluctuating wildly, expressing above all a distrust of 
bourgeois politicians. 
In the factories, the destruction of 100,000 jobs in the automotive, steel and chemical 
industries by 2025 has already been initiated since 2018, mainly via the dismissal of 
temporary workers and colleagues hired on a fixed-term basis, and via supposedly 
"voluntary" severance payments. The signature under it is often extorted only with by 
pressure, threats with transfers in far distant production plants and by bullying. Especially 
the automotive companies record super profits despite the world economic and financial 
crisis and the Corona crisis. Volkswagen for example, had the highest half-year profit to 
date with 11 billion euros. Apart from job destruction, they were achieved with the help of 
short-time work and extreme flexibilization of working hours. Short-time working days and 
weekend work often alternate directly. However, short-time work still has the effect of 
dampening the class struggle. Some corporations increase it to 90 percent to keep the 
workforce calm.
The Corona crisis was also used to push through very low wage settlements, in some 
cases zero rounds. But now inflation is rising sharply; in July it was 3.8 percent. Inflation is 
an essential method under capitalism to shift the burden of the crisis onto the workers and 
the masses. We are therefore promoting a movement for wage increases, which can 
ultimately only be achieved through independent struggle. 
An important struggle in the factories is still about the defense and extension of democratic
rights and freedoms. For the last year and a half, the Corona pandemic has been used to 
justify the cancellation of works meetings and often also shop stewards' meetings. In some
workplaces, online shop stewards' meetings take place, but without the possibility for 
colleagues to speak out. In fact, however, there are possibilities to hold meetings with 
hygiene regulations, possibly in a larger hall or a large tent. 



The training situation has deteriorated in Germany. In 2020, 11 percent of apprenticeships 
were destroyed, mainly in industry. In 2021, things are no better.
The demand of the monopoly associations to raise the retirement age to 70 is met with 
great indignation among workers. Already now many colleagues do not reach the present 
one with 67 years for health reasons and must partly high pension reductions accept.
In Germany, we are finding that we are having to deal with more ideological issues than in 
the past and that this is being challenged by colleagues.
For example, it is deliberately spread that the importance of the working class would 
decline, that its numbers would constantly decrease and that the class struggle would thus
become superfluous. In fact, in statistics, temporary workers are then simply counted as 
service providers, although they have been working at VW or Daimler for years. In the 
programs of the bourgeois parties for the national elections on September 26, industrial 
workers hardly appear.
In particular, anti-communism is deliberately stirred up and progressive left-wingers are 
openly suppressed. In the so-called “Jeopardizer trial" on August 3, Stefan Engel achieved
a clear victory; his classification as a jeopardy person violated existing law. 
Congratulations! But the fight goes on, because the backgrounds and masterminds are not
yet revealed, and other colleagues like Yüksel Koc from a Kurdish organization are still 
affected.
Last but not least, we must act decisively against fascist influences by "Querdenker” 
(contrarians) and corona deniers who distract from corporate responsibility and divide with 
anti-communist agitation, and to strengthen the work of persuasion.
The IAC movement in Germany had been militant on May 1, had created for the first time 
a video for mobilization, which was also used in social networks, and was active especially
at Daimler, VW and Opel against job destruction and for the takeover of contract workers. 
On June 22, a delegation went to France for the day of action in Sochaux. Donations were 
collected for Philippine solidarity with the help of donation cards for the workers' school in 
Manila, alone 313.85 euros at a solidarity festival in Heilbronn.


